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1. Engage
Engage children in a verbal 

interaction around a  text or just in 
general conversation. This may 

involve asking the child’s opinion, 
asking the child to name or recall 

something from a text, or asking 
the child to make connections to 

personal experience.

2. Repeat
Repeat what children say, 
embedding this in your 
response in a natural way. If 
the student’s response 
includes a mistake, only 
repeat the correct part or 
integrate a correction into this 
step.

3. Expand
As you repeat, say a little more 
than what the child said. 
Expand the language to include 
a new word, phrase, or idea. 
Then begin the process again!

Sample Prompts:

Dialogic Conversation Tips
1. Adjust your responses and language based on the age of the child. 
2. Make your conversation authentic. Show interest in the child, the conversation, and/or the text.
3. Be intentional! This process is simple to understand but takes intentionality and practice.

Dialogic
Conversation
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1 Engage

2 Repeat
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Oh, when the mouse saved 
the lion! That was so surprising!

When the mouse saved the lion.

What was your favorite part of the book?

How do you think the mouse felt?
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1 Engage Happy!

Sample Dialogic Reading Conversation

● What are you thinking about?
● How did you celebrate?
● What was your favorite part?
● What did you do last night?
● What do you think ________ means?
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